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Adult Film Star NICK MARINO Headlines Benefit for the TOM OF FINLAND FOUNDATION During Leather Pride Weekend in Palm Springs
Adult film star Nick Marino plays host at the Tom of Finland Foundation’s annual Palm Springs fundraiser on November 12, 2006, from 3:30-7:30 .m. at the Barracks bar in Palm Springs, California. Marino, star of Titan Media’s “The Chest” and Buckshot’s “Boot Black Blues,” will help oversee the raffles held throughout the day and will pose for photos with fans. The Foundation also has a few surprises up its leather sleeve for the event. There is a $5.00 suggested donation.
The beer and soda bust benefits the Tom of Finland Foundation in its mission to preserve the art of its well-known namesake, as well as to promote other emerging and established erotic artists through its biennial Emerging Erotic Artist Contest and annual Erotic Art Fair.
The Barracks is located at 67625 E. Palm Canyon Dr., Cathedral City, CA 92234; phone: 760-321-9688.

About the Tom of Finland Foundation

In 1984, the non-profit Tom of Finland Foundation was established by Durk Dehner and his friend Touko Laaksonen a.k.a. Tom of Finland. As Tom had established worldwide recognition as the master of homo-erotic art, the Foundation's original purpose was to preserve his vast catalog of work. Several years later the scope was widened to offer a safe haven for all erotic art in response to rampant discrimination against art that portrayed sexual behavior or generated a sexual response. Today the Foundation continues in its efforts of educating the public as to the cultural merits of erotic art and in promoting healthier, more tolerant attitudes about sexuality. 

Unlike many artists, Tom of Finland's work has always been appreciated by a grass-roots audience as his work was first seen in commercial settings such as magazine illustration, posters and advertising. From the perspective of art historians, Tom's work had an effect on global culture unmatched by that of virtually any other artist. Tom's work had a defining impact on the way gay men throughout the world were perceived and more importantly, how they perceived themselves. Tom's work has, therefore, had a ripple effect throughout gay and straight culture during the last 40 years, influencing lifestyle, political tolerance, design, fashion and art. 

One of the primary goals of the Foundation is to promote Tom's work along with other erotic art so that it receives the academic attention it deserves. From a critical perspective, thanks in part to the sustained commitment of the Foundation, Tom's art is now beginning to receive the acknowledgment it merits. The Finnish Museum of Contemporary Art was the first to make a progressive move in its 1991 acquisition of three Tom of Finland works. In 1997 Tom's work was acquired by two more major museums: The Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. Actively promoted by the Foundation, Tom's work is increasingly being shown in galleries worldwide. A recent well-received exhibition at the Mark Moore Gallery in Santa Monica, California established this blue-chip gallery as the official representative for sales of Tom's work in the contemporary art world.

The Foundation is a non-profit organization, a 501(c)(3) Educational Archive: #95-406-5795, supported by donations from the public, various fund-raising events and dues from its loyal membership. The men and women who support our efforts and goals dedicate themselves both financially and as volunteers enabling the Foundation to present an impressive number of activities on a limited budget.

The Foundation hosts social events throughout the year to raise funds and to provide a sense of community for supporters of erotic art. An example is the annual "Tom's Bar" which promotes and exhibits erotic art in a very popular party setting and raises funds to support the Foundation's activities at the same time. The rapidly growing "Erotic Art Weekend" brings together artists and patrons from many parts of the globe. It provides them with a social environment in which to network, opportunities to explore the archives and most importantly, the opportunity to buy and sell works at the two-day Erotic Art Fair.
